
 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, November 9, 2020 7:00 PM Central 

Administration Building- Board Room
320 N 5th St

Beatrice, NE 68310  
   

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 
method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 
Education.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda 
was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to attendance of the public. 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

Present: Janet Byars, Erin Chadwick, Doris Martin, Lisa Pieper, Eric Trusty, Steve Winter (virtually), Jon 
Zimmerman. Present: 7. 

Mr. Zimmerman, President of the Board of Education, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in the Administration 
Building Board Room.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chairperson announced and informed the public that a 
current copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted on the west wall of the meeting room.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

3. Consent Agenda 

Martin presented the following items on the consent agenda:     

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Doris Martin and a second by Janet Byars. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter 
(virtual vote): Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

3.1. Approval of the agenda as submitted 

3.2. Approval of minutes of the regular Board of Education meeting on October 12, 2020 

3.3. Approval of the proposed accounts for payment 

3.4. Approval of budgetary receipts and expenditures for October 2020 

3.5. Approval of Committee of the Whole Minutes- October 22, 2020 

3.6. Approval of Option Students: From Lincoln- Gabrielle Aul- Gr. 5; From Fairbury- Kallen Stohs- Gr. K; From 
Norris- Blake Petet- Gr. 8, Jasmine Petet- Gr. 10; From Southern- Jayda Bishop- Gr. 3; From Freeman- Emma 
Vrtiska- Gr. K; To Southern- Huntley Fossler- Gr. K 

3.7. Approval of Policy: 2nd Reading of Policy 1211 Title IX 

3.8. Approval of retirement of John Jarosh- Middle School Principal & Charles Brockman- Industrial Tech 

3.9. Approval of contract for Hunter Weiss (contingent on successful completion of a background check)- Industrial 
Tech  

4. Outstanding Recognition 

4.1. Employee of the Month 

Dr. Nielsen recognized Bonnie Baete, para educator at Lincoln Elementary as the November Employee of the 
Month.  Those nominating Mrs. Baete noted that she spent countless hours over the summer creating a new 
sensory path.  A sensory path is a colorful, creative and playful way for kids to build sensory pathways, connections 
in the brains that are responsible for sight, touch, sound, etc. which enable kids to complete complex, multi-stage 



 

 

tasks.  Mrs. Baete is constantly working with students to building strong relationships and she pushes each child to 
excel in their learning adventure.    

4.2. Business Friend of the Month 

Mr. Alexander recognized Sunrise Bakery as the BPS Friend of the Month.  Mr. Alexander stated that the Bakery is 
always willing to help when the district needs it.  Sunrise Bakery has been a strong supporter in the district's 
fundraiser efforts at building levels.  Staff enjoy treats from the Bakery regularly and this past May the Bakery even 
provided a cake to all graduating seniors.  Cookies and hot chocolate for the annual holiday lighted parade have 
been provided for community members also.   

4.3. NASB Awards 

Mr. Alexander noted that the NASB keeps track of Board member attendance at professional development 
opportunities.  He was pleased to recognize Doris Martin for her Level 6 award and Jon Zimmerman for his Level 7 
award. 

5. Information 

5.1. Student Update 

Colt Dittbrenner shared that all fall sports have concluded at the high school and that the student athletes were 
very pleased to be able to finish their seasons.  The fall musical concert took place in the O-zone to ensure social 
distancing and mask wearing could be enforced.  He added that the One Act play also occurred last week.  Colt 
stated that the traditional Veterans Day program was being modified and held virtually rather than in-person.  
Beatrice Middle School recently did a fundraiser for Veterans Day for flags and students raised nearly $2,000.  At 
the elementary schools, 4th and 5th graders are working hard to put together their musical numbers that will be 
shared virtually with their families.  

5.2. Board Reports 

5.2.1. Committee of the Whole 

Martin reported that the Committee of the Whole met on October 22, 2020 with Winter absent.  The following 
topics were discussed: technology update (ESU 5 team), a COVID update on calendar options, funding, tiers, 
and protocol changes (Mr. Alexander/Dr. Nielsen), and finally, a Diode proposal for security (Mr. Alexander).  No 
one addressed the public during open forum.  The meeting adjourned at 7:04 PM.    

5.2.2. STANCE Report 

Winter reported that the group's first meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 12th.   

6. Public Forum/Citizen's Requests/Comments Related to Agenda Items 

No one spoke at this time.  

7. Discussion 

7.1. Superintendent Evaluation 

Zimmerman shared with Board members that he thought the online superintendent evaluation process through the 
NASB went very well.  He added that the NASB tabulated all the scoring and provided reports as well as an 
executive summary of the evaluation results.  Zimmerman noted that the scoring was on a scale of 1-6 with 6 being 
the highest ranking.  Next, he took some time to share some key points/indicators from the different areas that 
were evaluated.  Board members were provided with an opportunity to share feedback.  Martin noted that she 
would like the tool to be a little bit more personalized in the future.        

7.2. Middle School Principal Position 

Mr. Alexander shared that with the resignation of Mr. Jarosh, there will be an administrator vacancy in the district.  
He briefly spoke about the current structure of the BMS administration team and recommended to advance Mr. 
Haake to principal and then advertise for an assistant principal vacancy.  A discussion by Board members ensued 
with some supporting the idea and others noting preference to open the position up to ensure an equitable hiring 
process.  No formal action was taken. 
  



 

 

8. Action 

8.1. Approval of the proposal from Diode Technologies 

Mr. Alexander reminded the Board that the proposal is for the security access for the administration building that 
was shared at October COW meeting.  

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the proposal from Diode Technologies in the 
amount of $6,661.32 passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Erin Chadwick. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter 
(virtual vote): Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

9. Administrators' Report 

9.1. Preschool Update 

Mrs. Timmerman provided an update on early childhood education.  She shared some of the fun things that have 
been going on at the preschool recently which included a visit from a duck on a leash.  With the COVID pandemic, 
she noted that thus far they have had to quarantine two classes, but both of those resulted in two successful 
sections of remote learning where kids were still learning via zoom.  Mrs. Timmerman noted that the preschool staff 
has been great about helping each other out and covering for one another as needed.  She also shared that they 
moved their fall parent-teacher conferences to the end of October and teachers loved this changed as it allowed 
them more time to get to know their students better.  Teachers have also done a great job of communicating with 
parents via Seesaw and Zoom.  

9.2. Superintendent Report 

Mr. Alexander congratulated Byars and Pieper for their re-election to the Board and also extended a welcome to 
Eric Book who will be a new Board member replacing Winter.  Next, he noted that all fall activities have concluded 
and he congratulated all students for making their way through a tremendous amount of uncertainty through their 
respective seasons.  The NASB state conference will be held virtually only.  Mr. Alexander shared that the 
negotiations group has started meeting and it appears the focus this year will be on the extra duty salary schedule.  
Mr. Alexander provided an update on COVID related topics next.  The discussion included current statistics about 
what is happening locally with the pandemic as well as specific statistics within the school district.  He added that 
he has been in conversations with other districts regarding their current status and potential changes.  Some of the 
key decision-making factors were shared as it pertains to any potential changes to tier levels within the district.  
Staffing (or the ability to find enough substitutes) and the number of students in quarantine are two factors that will 
largely drive that discussion.  A discussion regarding COVID by Board members ensued with questions being 
answered and concerns addressed. 
  

10. Notification of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education will be December 14, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Administration 
Building.  There will not be a Committee of the Whole meeting in November.  An agenda for the meeting, which shall 
be kept continually current, is readily available for public inspection at the Superintendent's office during normal 
business hours. 

11. Executive Session- To discuss personnel for the protection of public interest and/or the prevention of needless 
injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has not requested a public meeting. 

The Board did not go into Executive Session. 

12. Adjournment 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 adjourn passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by 
Erin Chadwick. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter 
(virtual vote): Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

 



 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Danielle Fairbanks 

 

_____________________________________                                                                          

Board Secretary/Assistant Superintendent                                                              Date 


